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eronicles* whiche they kept written with all dellgente circumspection,
conteinynge the historic of M. vii. C Ix. yeares, even from the
firste conquest of the Ilande, recorde and witnesse that the houses
in the beginning were very low, and like homely cotages of poore
sheppard, made at all adventures of everye rude pece of tymber, that
came firste to hande, with mudde walles, and ridged rooffes, thatched
over with strawe. But nowe the houses be curiouslye biylded after
a gorgious and gallante sorte, with three storyes one over another.
The outsides of the walles be made either of harde fiynte, or of plaster,
or els of bricke, and the inner sydes be well strengthened with tym-
ber work.
The rooffes be plaine and flat, covered with a certen kinde of plaster
that is of no coste, and yet so tempered that no frye can hurt or
perishe it, and withstandeth the violence of the wether better then
any leade. They kepe the winde oute of their windowes with glasse,
for it is ther much used, and sonihere also with fine linnen cloth
dipped in oyle or ambre, and that for two commodities. For by thys
meanes more lighte commeth in, and the winde is better kepte oute.
f OF  THE   MAGISTRATES
Everye thirtie families or fermes, chuese them yerely an officer,
which in their olde language is called the Syphograunte, and by a
newer name the Philarche, Every ten Syphograuntes, with al their
thirtie families be under an officer which was ones called the Trani-
bore, nowe the chiefe Philarche. Moreover, as concerning the elec-
tion of the Prince, all the Syphograuntes, which be in number 200.
first be sworne to chuese, him whom they thinke mooste rnete and
expediente. Then by a secrete election, they name prince one of
those iiij. whome the people before namd unto them. For oute of the
iiij. quarters of the citie there be iiij. chosen, oute of every quarter
one, to stande for the election: Whiche be put up to the counsell.
The princes office continueth all his life tyme, oneles he be deposed
or put downe for suspition of tirannie. They chuese the Tranibores
pearly, but lightlie they chaunge them not. All the other officers be
but for one yeare. The Tranibores everye thyrde daye, and sum-
times, yf nede be, oftener corne into the counsell house with the
prince. Their counsell is concerning the common wealthe. If there
be any controversies amonge the commoners, whiche be verye fewe,
they dispatch and ende them by and by. They take ever ij. Sipho-
grauntes to them in counsel, and everi dai a new couped.
And it is provided, that nothinge touching the common wealthe shal
be confirmed and ratified, onlesse it have bene reasoned of and
debated thre daies in the counsell, before it be decreed. It is
deathe to have anye consultation for the common wealthe oute of
the counsell, or the place of the common election. This statute, they;